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The Role of Public Transportation in Hamburg, Germany
Abstract
Hamburg is making serious efforts to solve the transportation problem, common to most European citieshow to provide facilities to meet the rapidly increasing requirements of modem transportation and, at the
same time, preserve the city's values by maintaining historic and other buildings, structures, and,
particularly in the central area, its character. Being a large and relatively rich city with progressive ideas,
Hamburg has accomplished some remarkable achievements in this field. The purpose of this article is to
delineate some of those achievements, particularly in public transportation.
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Mr. Vuchic has been active in traffic and transportation engineering in the
United States since I961. He holds a diploma in Traffic and Transportation
Engineeringfrom the University of Belgrade, Yugoslavia. He was Planning
Engineer with the Hamburger Hocltbalm AG, and visited transit companies
in many Large European and American cities. He has published technical
papers in Tugoslav traffic journals. He is a member ofthe International Union
of Public Transport, Brussels, and of the Association of Traffic Engineers
and Technicians of Yugoslavia.
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AMBURG is making serious efforts to solve the transporta
tion problem, common to most European cities-how to
provide facilities to meet the rapidly increasing requirements of
modem transportation and, at the same time, preserve the city's
values by maintaining historic and other buildings, structures, and,
particularly in the central area, its character. Being a large and
relatively rich city with progressive ideas, Hamburg has accom
plished some remarkable achievements in this field. The purpose
of this article is to delineate some of those achievements, particularly
in public transportation.
The comparison of the traffic conditions, trends and transpor
tation policies in Hamburg with comparable cities in the United
States, interesting as it is, could not be covered here. An effort has
been made, however, to incorporate the basic data for Hamburg
necessary for such a comparison, so that the reader will easily find
similarities and dissimilarities between the developments in Ham
burg and in its American counterparts.
\Vest Germany has a population of 54 million and an area of
96,000 square miles, i.e. an average population density of 563 per
sons per square mile. In view of this high density, it is not surprising
that West Germany has a considerable number of cities, most of
which are usually classified as "medium cities." Only three cities
have populations over one million: Berlin (2,202,000,1 not includ1. As of December 31, 196o.
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